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j oreworcl

OR decades the Bureau of the Census has given

increasing attention to the measurement of the areas
of the States and counties of the United States. In con-
nection with the Sixteenth Decennial Census, funds were
made available for the first time for a comprehensive
remeasurement not only of the areas of the States and
counties but also of the areas of the minor civil divi-
These new measurements made possible density
computations of a highly refined character fully keyed
to Census statistics.

sions.

Before the undertaking of these remeasurements it
was necessary to analyze fully the work done in the

past. After this analysis had been completed, it was
believed desirable to summarize the development of
the science of measuring geographic area, giving
particular emphasis to work done in the United States.
Most of the work on this report was completed dur-
ing the summer of 1943 by Malcelm J. Proudioot,
Assistant Geographer of the Bureau. The completion
and publication, however, were delayed by the pressure
of more urgent wartime tasks in the Bureau and specifi-
cally by the absence of the author, who was overseas.

J. C. CarT,

Director of the Census.
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Preface

HIS study was initiated and completed as a Six-

teenth Decennial Census monograph. The inves-
tigations summarized here were made to assist in seleci-
ing a suitable method for remeasuring the States, coun-
ties, and minor civil divisions of the United States for
the Census of 1940. This summary seeks to trace the
development of techniques and tools required for the
measurement of geographic area and to discuss the
work of those men who have contributed to this develop-
ment.

The volume had its origin in an invitation extended
by Professor Charles C. Colby, Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Geography of the University of Chicago, to
lecture on the measurement of geographic area during
the summer of 1941 in connection with the fiftieth an-
niversary celebration of the University of Chicago.
The work owes its completion to the sustained interest
of Professor Colby.

For more than a decade, Clarence E. Batschelet,
Geographer of the Census, has taken an active interest

v

in the remeasurement of the United States. As part of
this interest, he has in every way fostered the writing
of this book, and he has made helpful suggestions re-
garding that portion pertaining to the United States.
Mr. Batschelet’s interest was shared by William L.
Austin, former Director of the Bureau of the Census,
and by J. C. Capt, the present Director, who gave
the author all possible encouragement. Acknowledg-
ment too should be made for the friendly assistance of
Lawrence Martin, Chief of the Division of Maps of the
Library of Congress; to the active encouragement and
help of Betty P. Churchill; and for the interest in area
measurement instilled by Professor Wellington D. Jones
while I was a student of geography at the University
of Chicago. Finally, my debt to Walther Schmiedeberg
and Th. Willers should be recognized. Without their
painstaking investigations of the European literature,
my wartime schedule would never have permitted this
summary of the measurement of geographic area.

Marcoim J. PrRoupFooOT.
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